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JOINT STATEMENT BY THE CHAIR OF THE DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS

WITH BELARUS, MEP Robert BIEDROŃ, AND THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT’S
STANDING RAPPORTEUR ON BELARUS, MEP Petras AUŠTREVIČIUS

on the occasion of Belarus’ Freedom Day

Brussels, 25 March 2021 - “Every year, Belarusians commemorate on 25 March the

proclamation of the Belarusian People’s Republic on that date in 1918 – a glorious but brief

page in Belarus’ history, as the short-lived Republic succumbed, the very next year, to the Red

Army’s invasion.

In this context, we are deeply worried by Aliaksandr Lukashenka' recent attempts to re-write

Belarusian history, undermine the Belarusian cultural heritage and pursue a persecution

campaign against the Polish minority in order to divert the attention of the public from the chaos

caused by his own usurpation of power.

This year’s Freedom Day has a particular resonance, as it also marks the start of a new wave of

peaceful, pro-democracy protests throughout the country announced by Sviatlana

Tsikhanouskaya.

The online vote launched last week at the initiative of Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, showed that

Belarusians longed for a genuine dialogue between society and the regime under the auspices

of the international community. This should lead to new and free elections later this year.

Unfortunately, Aliaksandr Lukashenka and his cronies continue to turn a deaf ear to these calls.

The legitimate demands of the Belarusian citizens are met with brute repression. Despite

hundreds of documented cases of torture or ill-treatment and at least eight protests-related

deaths, not a single official has been held into account. Worse still, the lawful activities of

lawyers, civil society activists, journalists and human rights defenders are being criminalised
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as the regime tries to make sure that these widespread violations of fundamental freedoms and

human rights remain unaddressed.

Yet, despite all-out repression, brave Belarusians have taken to the streets today by the

thousands to wave the historical white-red-white flag of their country. Today, more than ever,

we stand by them in their quest for dignity and freedom. Zhyve Belarus’!”
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